
Globa l  temperatures  have  s tead i ly  r i sen  over  the  past  150 
years  and the  number  of  p i ra tes  has  dec l ined at  a

comparab le  ra te .  No one would  reasonably  c la im that  the 
reduct ion  in  p i ra tes  caused g loba l  warming or  that  more 

p i ra tes  would  reverse  i t .  But  i t ’s  not  usua l l y  th i s  c lear-cut . 
Of ten  cor re la t ions  between two th ings  tempt  us  to  be l ieve 

that  one caused the  other.  However,  i t ’s  o f ten  a  co inc idence 
or  there ’s  a  th i rd  factor  caus ing both  e ffects  that  you’ re 
see ing.  In  our  p i ra tes  and g loba l  warming example ,  the 

cause  of  both  i s  indust r ia l i za t ion .  Never  assume causat ion 
because  of  cor re la t ion  a lone –  a lways  gather  more  ev idence.

False Causality

T o  f a l s e l y  a s s u m e  w h e n  t w o  e v e n t s  o c c u r  t o g e t h e r  t h a t

o n e  m u s t  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  o t h e r .


