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T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m a n i p u l a t i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  o f

p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s w a y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e l e c t i o n .

In  many  po l i t i ca l  sys tems,  i t ’s  poss ib le  to  manipu late
the  l i ke l ihood of  one par ty  be ing e lected over  another
by  redef in ing the  po l i t i ca l  d i s t r i c t s  –  inc lude more  rura l 
a reas  in  a  d i s t r i c t  to  d i sadvantage the  par ty  that ’s  more 

popular  in  c i t ies  etc .  A  s imi la r  phenomenon known as  the 
Modi f iab le  Area l  Un i t  Prob lem (MAUP)  can  occur  when 

ana lyz ing data .  How you def ine  the  areas  to  aggregate  your 
data  –  e .g .  what  you def ine  as  ‘Northern  count ies ’  –  can 
change the  resu l t .  The sca le  used to  group data  can  a l so 
have a  b ig  impact .  Resu l t s  can  vary  w i ld ly  whether  us ing 

postcodes ,  count ies  or  s ta tes .   


