
Sampling BiaS

D r a w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  f r o m  a  s e t  o f  d a t a  t h a t  i s n ’ t

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  y o u ’ r e  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .

A c lass ic  prob lem in  e lect ion  po l l ing  where  people  tak ing 
par t  in  a  po l l  a ren ’t  representat ive  of  the  tota l  populat ion , 
e i ther  due to  se l f - se lect ion  or  b ias  f rom the  ana lys ts .  One 

famous  example  occur red in  1948 when The Ch icago Tr ibune 
mis taken ly  pred ic ted,  based on a  phone survey,  that  Har ry 

S  Truman would  become the  next  US pres ident .  They  hadn’t 
cons idered that  on ly  a  cer ta in  demograph ic  cou ld  a fford 
te lephones ,  exc lud ing ent i re  segments  o f  the  populat ion 

f rom the i r  survey.  Make sure  to  cons ider  whether  your
research  par t i c ipants  a re  t ru ly  representat ive  and not

sub ject  to  some sampl ing b ias . 


